United States Patent

US006673071B2

(12) (10) Patent No.: US 6,673,071 B2
VanDusseldorp et al. (45) Date of Patent: Jan. 6, 2004
(54) PARTIAL ABLATION PROCEDURE AND 5,938,661 A * 81999 Hahnen ................ 606/46
DEVICE THEREFOR 6,152,920 A * 11/2000 Thompson et al. ........... 606/47
6,237,605 B1 * 5/2001 Vaskaet al. ........ ... 606/41
(76) Inventors: Gregg A. VanDusseldorp, 2177-A 6,315,778 B1 * 11/2001 Gambale et al. .............. 606/46
Green Valley Dr., Crown Point, IN (US
46307, Artlilur M. McCausland, 5§ 1 ) FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
Mills Rd., Sacramento, CA (US) 94203; DE 3220940 # 12/1983  eeveeeeen 606/47
Vance McCausland, 3016 Waverly Dr.,
Los Angles, CA (US) 90001 * cited by examiner
(*) Notice: Subject' to any disclaimer,' the term of this Primary Examiner—David M. Shay
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 (74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Hartman & Hartman, P.C.;
U.S.C. 154(b) by 0 days. Gary M. Hartman; Domenica N. S. Hartman
(21) Appl. No.: 10/065,014 67 ABSTRACT
(22) Filed: Sep. 10, 2002 A device and procedure for performing resections and
ablations, and more particularly for performing a partial
(65) Prior Publication Data ablation of the endometrium to treat uterine bleeding
US 2003/0032953 Al Feb. 13, 2003 (menorrhagia), by which complications caused by “total”
endometrial ablation or resection are avoided. The device
Related U.S. Application Data includes a support member, a first conductor member sup-
ported with the support member and reciprocable relative to
(63) Continuation of application No. 09/792,403, filed on Feb. the support member, the first conductor member having an
23, 2001, now abandoned. end that extends beyond the support member, a nonconduct-
(60)  Provisional application No. 60/185,172, filed on Feb. 24, ing member interconnecting the end of the first conductor
2000. i .
member with the support member, and at least one flexible
(51 Int. CL7 oo A61B 18/18 conductor member supported with the support member and
(52) U.Se Cl oo 606/41; 606/47  interconnected with the end of the first conductor member.
(58) Field of Search ... 606/41, 44, 4652  Retraction of the first conductor member relative to the
support member causes the nonconducting member and the
(56) References Cited flexible conductor member to expand outward from the first

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
5,836,947 A * 11/1998 Fleischman et al. .......... 606/47

10 18

20

/

conductor member in substantially opposite directions.

21 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets

20

20



