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edge (214a) enhances the current distribution characteristics
of the cutting loop (212). Preferably, the conductor member
is generally U-shaped and the cutting portion (214) has a
substantially rectangular cross-section, such that the proxi-
mal and distal faces (214a, 214b) of the cutting portion (214)
are substantially parallel to each other. The rectangular
cross-section of the cutting portion (214) may be substan-
tially uniform, or may be variable along the length of the
cutting portion (214). According to the invention, the rect-
angular cross-section of the cutting portion (214) further
promotes the enhanced current distribution of the cutting
loop (212). The conductor member may include a trailing
portion (216) adjacent and spaced apart from the cutting
portion in the cutting plane.
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